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OVERVIEW
Following a successful return to in-person instruction during the 2020-2021 school year, we are confident that we will be able to maximize student and staff safety with the implementation of mitigation strategies outlined in this manual.  As a result, in person instruction will resume fully for the 2021-2022 school year.
GAB’s COVID-19 Response Manual was developed with input from the Georgia Department of Education (GADOE), school leaders, the Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA), and recommendations from the Department of Public Health (DPH) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  The recommendations in this manual address cleaning and disinfecting protocols as well as behavioral expectations that will assist us in preventing the spread of COVID-19 among our population.  Please keep in mind that this is a living document.  Mitigation strategies outlined within will be modified as health agency recommendations change and as we monitor our local rate community spread.

KEY MIGRATION STRATEGIES
Georgia Academy for the Blind Reopening Plan is closely aligned with the guidance from the Department of Public Health (DPH), the Center for Diseases Control and Prevention (CDC), and the Georgia Department of Education (GADOE) to reflect necessary health and safety measures required to prevent the spread of COVID-19 at GAB.  Throughout the plan, the school’s ability to adhere to the following key migration strategies will be addressed:
· Social distancing to the extent possible 
· Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
· Cleaning and disinfection
· Contact tracing in collaboration with GAB’s local health department/Department of Education
                                                      [image: ]
FACE COVERINGS
[image: ]The use of face coverings by staff and students will be required while in common areas.  They will also be required in the classrooms Individuals may choose to provide their own face covering or wear one provided by the school. 
Families will need to inquire with their county of residence for mask requirements while on the bus.  



[image: ]Definitions:
 Face Covering (aka face masks)- a cloth barrier used to cover nose and mouth to help prevent respiratory droplets from traveling into the air and onto other people when the person wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice.  


[image: ]Face Shield- clear, plastic covering that begins at the forehead and extend beyond the chin providing a protective covering for areas with mucus membranes (eyes, nose, mouth) helpful in preventing the spray of larger droplets often associated with sneezing and coughing.


[image: ]Gaiter- also known as a neck gaiter or neck warmer, is an article of clothing worn around the neck for warmth.  
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SCREENING PROCEDURES
Students:
It is the expectation of parents/guardians to send only healthy students to school every day and that they monitor their child(ren)’s health prior to sending them on the buses.
Before Arriving on Campus:
All students and/or their parents/guardians on behalf of a student shall do a daily wellness self-assessment to monitor possible symptoms. 
The daily wellness self-assessment can be found in this document (See Appendix A) 

Screenings
Based on the completion of the daily wellness self-assessment, a student may not enter the campus if he/she exhibit the following symptoms:
· Feeling feverish or have a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100 degrees 
· Cough (not related to allergies or other chronic conditions you may have)
· Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
· Chills
· Repeated shaking with chills
· Muscle pain (not related to other health conditions you may have)
· Headache/body aches (not related to allergies or other chronic conditions
you may have)
· Sore throat (not related to allergies or other chronic conditions you may have)
· Diarrhea
· Loss of taste or smell
                                     [image: ]

The student should follow the guidance from the CDC, DPH, and GADOE regarding self-care. 
The student must follow the DPH’s K-12 Schools Symptom Screening: Parent/Guardian Attestation that can be located on page (Appendix A) of this document before returning to school.
A student’s health status will be kept confidential in accordance with the Family Education Records Privacy Act (FERPA).
While on Campus:
Students may be asked to answer a series of wellness assessment questions asked by the superintendent or his/her designee before entering the school building. 
If a student has a temperature of 100 degrees or higher and/or exhibits any COVID-19 symptoms and/or feels ill, he/she must return home. 
The student will be quarantined, and the parents/guardians of the student will be contacted to arrange transportation home. 
The student should follow the guidance from the CDC, DPH, and GADOE regarding self-care. 
Random hands-free/touchless digital temperature checks may be completed during the school day for students on campus.
Students who are not feeling well after arriving at school, should inform a staff member.
The staff member must contact the school nurse immediately. 
The school administrator may recommend implementing quarantine protocols if the student has a temperature of 100 degrees or higher and/or exhibits any COVID-19 symptoms and/or is feeling ill. 
The school administrator must contact the superintendent of the school or his/her designee to discuss the situation. 
The parents/guardians of a student that is younger than 18 years old will be contacted to discuss the student’s health and to arrange transportation home.
Given the unique nature of the pandemic, the parents/guardians of a student that is 18 years old or older will be contacted to discuss that the student is ill and to arrange transportation home. 
The student must follow the DPH’s K-12 Schools Symptom Screening: Parent/Guardian Attestation that can be located on page (Appendix A) of this document before returning to school.
A student’s health status will be kept confidential in accordance with the Family Education Records Privacy Act (FERPA).

COVID-19 RESPONSE PROTOCOL
[image: ]Students or staff who complete the daily wellness self-assessment with no symptoms of COVID-19 but later develop symptoms while at school must immediately report to any available staff member that he/she is feeling ill.
The staff member must contact the school nurse immediately. 
The school nurse may recommend implementing quarantine protocols if the student has a temperature of 100 degrees or higher and/or exhibits any COVID-19 symptoms and/or is feeling ill. 
The school nurse must contact the superintendent of the school or his/her designee to discuss the situation. 
The parents/guardians of a student will be contacted to discuss the student’s health and to arrange transportation home.
The student must follow the DPH’s K-12 Schools Symptom Screening: Parent/Guardian Attestation that can be located on page (Appendix A) of this document before returning to school.
A student’s health status will be kept confidential in accordance with the Family Education Records Privacy Act (FERPA).
Contact Tracing
To the extent possible, school administration will conduct contact tracing and provide notification to individuals potentially exposed to COVID-19. 
Once school administration has been notified that an employee or student exhibits symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or has tested positive for COVID-19, the superintendent or his/her designee will assess the employee’s or student’s contact with others. 
1) In the event that the administration’s contact tracing investigation reveals that others may have been exposed to someone who meets the COVID-19 high risk criteria, his/her parents/guardians will be notified by the superintendent or his/her designee about the potential exposure.  It should be noted that while no identities will be revealed by administration, some individuals might discern the identity of the individual that is ill based on context.
2) If a student is ill, the superintendent or his/her designee may ask the student following questions:
· What has the school day been like for the past 14 days (i.e., what areas/locations of the school have you been in while at school)?
· With whom did you work with (six feet or less) within the last 14 days of school?
· Have you shared materials or supplies with other students in the last 14 days of school? If so, when, where, and with whom?
· Have you spent time in any shared spaces (e.g., restrooms, break rooms, etc.) in the last 14 days of school? If so, when, where, and with whom?
· Voluntary Identification: While students may choose to identify themselves to other employees, they may not waive the school’s confidentiality standards.

SCHOOL BUILDING CLOSURE
In case of school building closure due to confirmed COVID-19 cases at GAB, the school may need to switch to a full distance/remote instructional model.  GAB will send out notifications via email, text messages (Talking Point), school website and social media postings. 

SCHOOL VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS
School visitors, including service providers, should be approved prior to arriving on campus by the superintendent.  
Alternative options for those who need to conduct business at the school but would prefer not to come in person will be made available.  Examples include parent/teacher conferences, IEP meetings, etc.

FACILITIES
Cleaning[image: ]
GAB will be utilizing enhanced cleaning and disinfecting procedures in all areas.  The custodians will focus on frequently used areas in common areas throughout the school days where bacteria or viruses are mostly likely to be transmitted, which includes but not limited to:
· Desks, chairs, tables
· Door handles 
· Stair rails
· Restrooms


Protective Barriers
Protective barriers have been purchased and installed in identified areas such as the front desk, and other designated areas to provide additional layer of protection for those working and reflect the best guidance regarding healthy interactions.  


Classroom Seating
Every effort will be made to social distance students in the classroom.  Seating may be arranged to all face the same direction and/be spaced as far apart, when possible.  Student desks do not have plexiglass shields.  
[image: ]
Signage  
Handwashing signs will be posted in appropriate locations using the Centers for Diseases Control and Prevention infographics on symptoms.  Directions for sanitizing, social distancing, and passing others will be posted in appropriate areas.

Water Fountains 
All water fountains have been turned off and covered in the building.  Only bottled water will be available for students and staff throughout the day.   Students are encouraged to bring a personal container to use daily for drinking water.  Water bottles are also provided to students during meal service times.  

Hand Sanitizer Stations 
Hand sanitizer stations are made available throughout the building, in the classrooms, and high traffic areas.

Sinks for Handwashing
[image: ]Classrooms that are equipped with handwashing sinks will be stocked with anti-bacterial soap.  Students will wash their hands using water and soap on a regular basis.  For classrooms that do not have a sink, sanitizers will be provided.  In addition, students will have access to handwashing sinks in the restrooms.  


Isolation Rooms
There are areas designated in the school clinic for anyone who shows signs or symptoms of COVID-19.  The school nurse will meet the student in the designated isolation room to determine the next steps and contact the parent/guardian with further information.  See page 9 for more information.


Building Ventilation
The new HVAC systems in the Hendricks building has been tested and balanced for   air quality and ventilation This new system will be monitored to ensure the system is functioning properly.  Additionally, classrooms in each cottage has been equipped with its own air purifier.


TRANSPORTATION
Bus Protocols
[image: ]It is the expectation of every family and student to follow individual county bus transportation plans and expectations for riding the bus.  If you have concerns related to your child’s bus transportation, please contact your child’s county bus driver, transportation department or the Local Education Agency (LEA) representative.  

Arrivals/Pick Ups
Bus riders will arrive at the bus drop off area in the morning.  Starting at 7:30am, students will have temperature scans and be dismissed into the building through one main entrance.  
At dismissal, students will move from their classrooms to the bus loading area.  Students will be expected to use the designated route to their assigned bus while maintaining social distancing.  
In event of late buses for pick-up, students will wait in their designated locations.  

Car Riders
All students are welcome to enter the building at 7:30am.  

PROGRAMS/SERVICES
Food Services
· Breakfast and lunch will be provided during an assigned schedule time only
· All students should wash or sanitize hands prior to all meal service times
· All students will maintain social distancing while in the eating areas in the cafeteria or wear a mask when not eating.  
· The lunch code keypad will not be used by students, keeping it from being a high touch surface

                                                     [image: ]

IEP meetings
Families will be given the option to hold their child’s IEP meeting in person or virtually.  Families who choose to attend in person will need to follow school safety protocols when entering the school.  

Library/Media Center[image: ]
The library will resume regular student services with some additional safety measures in place.
· Hand sanitizer will be placed at various locations throughout the library
· After removing a book from the shelf, students may return books to a central location
· The librarian will wipe down books before returning them to the shelves


After School Programs
All after school clubs, athletics and recreational activities will resume with the same safety measures in place that are implemented during the instructional day.

On-site Academic Programs/Services
Regular programs/services will resume with the same safety measures in place that are practiced during the instructional day.

Field Trips
Each field trip proposal will be considered on an individual basis by school administration.

Large Group Gatherings/Assemblies
Each assembly will be considered on an individual basis by school administration. 

Social and Emotional Support
Teachers and support staff will give developmentally appropriate lessons to ensure understanding of COVID-19 safety protocols, relationship building, managing difficult emotions and school expectations.  Assistance will be provided for students needing additional support. 

Elementary
[image: ]Students will have distanced assigned areas.  Students will have frequent opportunities to wash/sanitize hands and practice good sanitary habits.  


Schedule
Schedules and teacher/student groups will be modified to accommodate student needs for in-person learning options.   The schedule will also include electives and recess time for students.  Electives will be held at designated locations to minimize transition.  


Personal Belongings
Students are allowed to bring their own personal supplies from home.  Supplies and materials may not be shared.  No soft materials will be allowed to be brought to school (e.g., blanket, stuffed animals, etc.)


Recess						[image: ]
Elementary students will participate in recess.  The students will stay together and play in established zones and may rotate on a regular basis.  Close contact activities will not be permitted. 






Meals
Students may eat in the cafeteria, but will try ensure proper social distancing while dining or wear a mask.

Middle School
Personal Belongings
[image: ]Students will be expected to keep their books and supplies with them in their backpacks throughout the school day.


Schedule
Schedules and teacher/student groups will be modified to accommodate students’ needs for in-person learning options.   Electives will be held at designated locations to minimize transition.  

Transition Between Periods
Class periods may be adjusted and flexibility will be given to students to allow for additional time.  

Meals
Middle School students may eat in the classrooms if approved by the teacher. 
Students may eat in the cafeteria, but will try ensure proper social distancing while dining or wear a mask.





High School
[image: ]	Personal Belongings
Students will be expected to keep their books and supplies with them in their backpacks throughout the school day. 

Schedule
Schedules and teacher/student groups will be modified to accommodate students’ needs for in-person learning options. 
  
Transition Between Periods
Class periods may be adjusted and flexibility will be given to students to allow for these students. 

Meals
Students may eat in the cafeteria, but will try ensure proper social distancing while dining or wear a mask.

O&M, Speech and Language Services, and Occupational and Physical Therapies
· Services will continue as usual with appropriate safety measures in place 
· Sensory items that are not easily cleaned will be removed
· Shared sensory tools will be kept to a minimum and will be cleaned after each use





DISTANCE/REMOTE LEARNING PLANS
In the event that the school needs to close the building for a designated period of time, we will transition to a school-wide distance learning model.


Technology 
The school will issue laptops or tablets for use at school and home.
Parents/guardians of students younger than 18 years old must sign the GAB Acceptable Use Policy.
Students 18 years old or older must sign that they have received a laptop/tablet to support remote learning and acknowledge that the laptop/tablet is state issued property.

Student Supports
Staff will support the social and emotional needs of students through wellness checks, counseling, and positive behavior supports and intervention practices.

School Nutrition
The school will provide breakfast and lunch to all students attending school on GAB’s campus.



[image: ]FormAPPENDIX A- Parent/Guardian Attestation
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APPENDIX B- RETURN TO SCHOOL GUIDANCE


APPENDIX C- UPDATED DPH’S RETURN TO SCHOOL GUIDANCE

The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), in conjunction with the Georgia Department of Education, has released guidance to help schools plan for a safe return to in-person instruction in fall 2020: https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html. DPH recommends schools use this guidance to make decisions regarding opening for in-person education.    
CDC also provides guidance on preventing the spread of COVID-19 in school and childcare settings https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html and institutions of higher education https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html

For childcare facilities, schools, and IHEs opting to have in-person instruction, the following guidance should be used to make decisions for students, teachers, and staff:  
• with laboratory-confirmed COVID-19;  
• who have suspected COVID-19 (e.g., developed symptoms of respiratory infection [e.g., cough, shortness of breath, fever] but did not get tested for COVID-19 and have been exposed to a person with COVID-19 or live in an area with local or widespread transmission;  
• who have been exposed to COVID-19* 

Return to Childcare, School, or IHE Strategy  
DPH recommends a time-based return to childcare, school, or IHE strategy that is determined based on a person’s health status. Decisions about “return to childcare,” “return to school,” or “return to IHE” for persons with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 should be made in the context of local circumstances (community transmission, resource needs, etc.).     
Isolation of Cases 
Symptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19 can return to childcare, school, or IHE after:   
• At least 10 days† have passed since symptoms first appeared AND • At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever-reducing medications AND • Symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved  
  Page 2 of 4 
	
	
Asymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 can return to childcare, school, or IHE after at least 10 days† have passed since the positive laboratory test, AND the person remains asymptomatic  
• Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later develop symptoms should follow the guidance for symptomatic persons above.  

Quarantine of Unvaccinated Contacts 
All unvaccinated close contacts in private and public schools, childcare facilities, and IHEs MUST be quarantined and excluded from the childcare/school setting and all extracurricular activities, regardless of students, teachers, or staff wearing masks or the use of physical barriers (e.g., plexiglass). Refer to the Public Health Administrative Order  
A 14-day quarantine period is still recommended; however, individuals may opt for a shorter quarantine period by meeting the below criteria. NOTE: The day of exposure is day 0. 
Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with COVID-19 can return to childcare, school, or IHE:  
After 7 full days have passed since their most recent exposure, if they fulfill all THREE of the following criteria:   
• Test‡ for COVID-19 (PCR/molecular or antigen test) no earlier than day 5 of quarantine AND   • Receive a negative result AND  • Do not experience any COVID-19 symptoms§ during the quarantine period  
After 10 full days have passed since their most recent exposure, if they are not tested for COVID-19 AND do not experience any COVID-19 symptoms§ during the quarantine period:  
 
 After stopping quarantine after day 7 or 10, individuals who do not have symptoms§ should:  
• Closely monitor themselves for COVID-19 symptoms for 14 days from their most recent date of exposure • For at least the entire 14 days, they should strictly adhere to mitigation measures including appropriate mask usage, staying at least 6 feet from others except for brief transitional movements (e.g., changing classes), washing their hands, avoiding crowds, and taking other steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
 
If an individual, who is a close contact AND ended quarantine after day 7 or 10, develops symptoms § they should be sent home immediately and follow the guidelines for symptomatic individuals and seek COVID-19 testing. 
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Quarantine of Vaccinated Contacts  
Fully vaccinated persons with an exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 are not required to quarantine if they meet all of the following criteria: 
• Are fully vaccinated for COVID-19 (i.e., it has been greater than 2 weeks following receipt of the second dose in a 2-dose series, or it has been greater than 2 weeks following receipt of one dose of a single-dose vaccine), • It has been less than 3 months since the person was fully vaccinated, • Do not experience any symptoms since current COVID-19 exposure 
Persons who do not meet ALL 3 of the above criteria should continue to follow quarantine guidance for “Unvaccinated Contacts” found within this document. 
Fully vaccinated persons who do not quarantine should monitor themselves for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days following a suspect or confirmed exposure. In addition, vaccinated persons should continue to follow all other DPH guidance to protect themselves and others, including wearing a mask, social distancing, avoiding crowds, avoiding poorly ventilated spaces, covering coughs and sneezes, and washing hands often. 
For questions about the COVID-19 vaccine, please visit https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-vaccine or call our COVID-19 vaccination hotline at (888) 357-0169.  
Additional quarantine guidance can be found at https://dph.georgia.gov/contact  
Both CDC and DPH DO NOT recommend using a test-based strategy for children or adults returning to school or childcare (2 negative tests at least 24 hours apart) after COVID-19 infection. ǁCDC has reported prolonged PCR positive test results without evidence of infectiousness. In one study, individuals were reported to have positive COVID-19 tests for up to 12 weeks post initial positive.  
More information about the science behind the symptom-based discontinuation of isolation and return to school can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/strategy-discontinue-isolation.html  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
* Please find criteria for being a close contact at https://dph.georgia.gov/contact 
† A limited number of persons with severe illness (those admitted to a hospital and needed oxygen) or persons with a weakened immune system (immunocompromised) due to a health condition or medication may produce replication-competent virus beyond 10 days that may warrant extending the duration of isolation for up to 20 days after symptom onset. Consider consultation with a medical provider and/or infection control experts for these patients. 
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‡ The test must be a PCR/molecular or antigen test performed no earlier than day 5 of quarantine. If an individual is tested earlier than day 5, they must be retested on day 5 or later OR follow the 10-day guidance. 
§ If the individual experiences ONE of the following COVID-19 symptoms (fever, chills, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, new cough, or new loss of taste or smell) OR two of the following symptoms (sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, muscle pain, extreme fatigue/feeling very tired, new severe/very bad headache, new nasal congestion/stuffy or runny nose) they must follow the guidance for symptomatic individuals.  
 ǁ Completing a test-based strategy is contingent upon the availability of ample testing supplies, laboratory capacity, and convenient access to testing and requires two samples taken at least 24 hours apart. If a facility requires the test-based strategy for return (which is discouraged by DPH), this should be done by a private physician through a commercial lab. The test-based strategy is not fulfilled by a single test, nor should it be used for screening of all persons returning to school or childcare.

The source of information and resources including graphics are from CDC and/or DPH.  
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